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Greetings!


Very soon, we will be heading to the voting polls.  The elections are important, and there’s much riding on them this year.


It is not just the election for the President of this country that is critical.  We need to remember that our votes for senators, congressman, and lower court judges, as well as others in political positions are also extremely important, because often the people aspiring to those positions ultimately have higher career goals.  We need to be very selective when it comes to electing those who will represent us for years to come.


If a politician is quick to point out that over 1,000 of our soldiers have been killed in Iraq, and that the war on terrorism in that county has not been handled correctly, he or she may be right.  Maybe things should have been done differently.  Certainly, the loss of our young men and women that are serving their country is devastating.


As difficult as it is for us to lose over 1,000 lives in Iraq this past year or so, we need to realize that every day in this country, approximately 4,000 babies are killed by abortion.


Our politicians need to acknowledge this tragedy, and vow to put an end to the horror of this nation killing 4,000 of our children every day.  The war on terrorism, quality education, welfare reform, and keeping jobs in this county are all important issues to the American people.  But the basic issue of keeping American children alive should be a primary function of our government.


Our county was founded on the recognition of certain basic moral principles, among which is that the right to life is unalienable, is bestowed by the Creator, and is to be protected by the government.  The very greatness of America depends on her adherence to this truth.  Abortion is a direct denial of the protections granted to persons under the U.S. Constitution.


We need to fight against the “culture of death.”  Now is the time for action.  On November 2, hear their cry, help end their pain, and return the culture of life to our suffering country.  Please vote!


For life,


Maureen Meehan-Polash


President, Right to Life of Greater Lansing
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What do you think?  If you have ideas for articles in future issues of News … for Life!, please let us know.
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Healthcare Workers Conscience Protection


H.B. 5006 aims to protect the conscience rights of healthcare workers, researchers and students who object to performing certain unethical procedures.  The House approved the bill on April 21 by a vote of 69-35.  Since passing the House, the bill has been resting in the Senate Health Policy Committee.  A hearing was held on the bill on September 22, but there was not enough time for all the testimony on the bill, and no votes were taken.  Right to Life of Michigan is currently pressing for the legislation to be taken up after the November election.





Pregnant and Parenting Student Services


S.B. 72 would create a fund for which colleges and universities could apply.  This grant money would be used to create an on-campus office that would provide information to pregnant and parenting students about resources available to help them carry their pregnancy to term and stay in school.  Because of current fiscal concerns, the fund would be open to private donations.  If the program proves successful over the next couple of years, it is hoped that the state would also provide future financial support.





“Choose Life” License Plates


S.B. 112/H.B. 4680 would create a specialty license plate with the words "Choose Life".  Motorists would have the option of purchasing it for an additional fee.  Action on the bill is not expected in light of the Governor's position of vetoing all specialty plate bills.





Ban on Aborted Children Research


S.B. 249 would prohibit researchers from using tissue obtained from aborted fetuses for research purposes.  Currently, it is illegal in the state of Michigan to use live embryos or fetuses for research that would take their lives.  It is also illegal to do human cloning experimentation in Michigan.  However, the law allows the use of tissue from abortions to be used for research purposes as long as the signed consent of the mother has been obtained.  The bill would still allow mothers of miscarried infants to choose to donate the tissue for research purposes.


(continued on page 3)




















Pro-life parents often struggle with how soon they should begin to educate their children about pro-life issues.  Just how young is too young to involve children in pro-life activities?  Describing the gory details of the different abortion procedures to a 3 year-old may not be appropriate, but children are never too young to learn about the life and development of a child in the womb.  Seeing in-utero pictures or movies of the unborn or letting young children feel their unborn sibling move inside their mother can form a memory that can last a lifetime.  Knowing that they were once inside their mother and that they, too, once kicked and moved inside her womb can lead many children to identify with the unborn and understand that the unborn are human beings.  This understanding will later develop into the truth that taking the lives of these children through abortion is wrong.


Teaching young children basic pro-life truths is essentially important to the pro-life cause.  It is also important to involve children in pro-life activities.  Involving young children in activities makes them feel like they can help and that they are


(continued on page 4)















































Pending State Legislation








Are your children old enough to be involved?














CONGRESS WATCH:


The votes of members of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives on key pro-life issues from 1997 to date are collected in “scorecards” that are posted on the National Right to Life Committee’s website in the Legislative Action Center, at www.capwiz.com/nrlc/home/.  Key votes are added to the scorecards soon after they occur, and are also published in National Right to Life News.
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Ban on Embryonic Stem Cell Research


H.B. 4507 would ensure that Michigan researchers are not using stem cells obtained by destroying embryos.  While the bill was in the House Health Policy Committee, substitute language was offered to clarify that embryonic stem cells may not be imported from other states or countries for research purposes.  The bill is currently awaiting a vote on the House floor.





Ban on Trafficking Fetal Tissue and Body Parts


S.B. 606 and H.B. 4652 would ban the practice of selling or transferring fetal body parts. This would ensure that abortion doctors in Michigan are not harvesting fetal body parts to sell to researchers outside of Michigan.  The House version of the bill is awaiting a vote on the House floor.  The Senate version of the bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Health Policy.





Wrongful Death


S.B. 705 was introduced to ensure that abortion providers are following procedural law prior to performing an abortion, or be held liable for the wrongful death of the embryo or fetus.  The public health code states that a patient considering an abortion must be provided the following, at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled procedure:


-A medically accurate depiction, illustration, or photograph of a fetus at the probable gestational age of the fetus to be aborted.


-A written description of the medical procedure that will be used to perform the abortion.


-A prenatal care and parenting information pamphlet.


-Information about what to do and whom to contact in the event that complications arise from the abortion.


-Information pertaining to available pregnancy related services.


Under S.B. 705, if one or any of the above are not provided, or if an abortion is performed on a minor without the consent of a parent or legal guardian (with the exception of a judicial bypass) the abortion provider can be held liable for wrongful death. If this occurs, according to S.B. 705, a wrongful death suit may be brought by a parent, grandparent, brother, sister or legal representative of the aborted child.

















Wayne State University Board


Paul Hillegonds (R)





Ingham County Commission


Tim Luca (R) – 7


Mike McCue (R) – 11


Randy Schafer (R) – 13


Mike Severino (R) – 15











Non-Partisan Ballot





Michigan Supreme Court


Stephen Markman


Brian Zahra





4th Appeals Court


Michael Kelly


William Whitbeck





55th District Court


Ingham County


Billie Jo O’Berry





Clinton Probate Court


Clinton County


Dan Skorich






































March for Life … Bus trips now being planned


Bus trips to Washington, D.C., are now being planned for January’s March for Life 2005!  The March for Life is a time for pro-life people to gather and peacefully protest the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decisions, Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton, legalizing abortion through all nine months of pregnancy.  January 22, 2005, will mark 32 years of abortion on demand.  On January 24, 2005 hundreds of thousands of people will meet in Washington, D.C. to publicly display their respect for human life.  To join a bus trip leaving from Grand Rapids, call Betty at (616) 531-0233.  To join a bus trip leaving from Plymouth, Warren, Lincoln Park or Ann Arbor, call Juliana Crenshaw at (734) 930-7474.





Legislative News








Adoption options


Considering adoption?





If you choose adoption for your baby, there are a number of adoption plans open to you:





Confidential adoption: 


You may protect your identity by choosing a confidential adoption.





Open adoptions: 


You may choose varying degrees of open adoptions, such as:





Picking the adoptive parents from a list of profiles.





Exchanging letters through the adoption agency/facilitator.


Having a confidential meeting with the adoptive parents.


Exchanging names and keeping in contact with the adoptive family after the adoption.
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Membership in Right to Life of Greater Lansing





By becoming a member of Right to Life of Greater Lansing, you help to educate the public and help protect the lives of the defenseless.  Your contribution brings you the Lansing newsletter plus the Right to Life of Michigan News.  Membership is good for one year.  Please check the upper right corner of your label to see when your membership expires.  If your membership has expired please fill out the form below and send it in.





Name:  __________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                       





Address:  _________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                    


               _________________________________________________________________





Phone: (H)                                    E-mail address:  _________________________                                                                                                      





Member Type:  


 Red Heart	 Gold Heart	 Silver Heart	 Bronze Heart 


      ($100)	        ($50)	         ($25)	         ($20)





	 Regular	 Student	 Senior Citizen


	      ($15)	      ($5)		          ($5)





Additional Donation  $_________________





Member Status:      New Member      Renewing Member     


 Check if new address





I am available to help with:


 Board member      Education      Special Events      Phone calling     


 Membership Committee      Working with youth      Mailings    


 Office work      Writing      Computer data base      Fund-raising


 Legislative lobbying      Recruiting volunteers      Publicity





 Church Representative      Church outreach


 


      Name of Church  ______________________________________________                                  Please make checks payable to Right to Life of Greater Lansing and mail to:


618 Seymour Avenue, Lansing, MI  48933.


Membership fees & donations to RLGL are not tax deductible.














Right to Life of Michigan’s Political Action Committee Endorses Candidates


















































The November 2nd election is just around the corner.  The choices made during this year’s election will profoundly affect the future of the unborn.  Right to Life of Michigan’s Political Action Committee carefully interviews candidates and studies their voting records.  In the end, they endorse those running for office who are most likely to further the cause for life.  A partial list of their endorsements in the 8th Congressional District (which includes Ingham and Clinton Counties) follows:





No risk?





The abortion industry would have us believe that abortion is a simple procedure that poses no risk to the mother. This, however, is not true. The various abortion procedures that exist are often complicated and put women at risk for serious and sometimes life-threatening complications. Don't be duped into thinking that abortion is a quick fix.





Editor’s note:


A large portion of this issue of News … for Life! is being dedicated to pending State legislation.  More information about this legislation can be found at Right to Life of Michigan’s website: www.rtl.org/html/legislation/learn.html





Join … for Life!


Your membership dues and donations help us serve life – from conception to natural death.  Thank you!





When are children old enough? (cont. from page 2)
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You may remember a deceased loved one or honor someone special through a memorial or honorarium contribution to the Right to Life of Michigan Educational Fund.    Learn more by visiting www.rtl.org and clicking on “Memorials”.  Gifts to the Educational Fund are tax-deductible.





__________________











President / Vice President


George W. Bush (R) / Dick Cheney (R)





U.S. Congress


Mike Rogers (R)





Michigan House


John Stakoe (R) – 44


James Marleau (R) – 46


Daniel Myslakowski (D) – 46


Joe Hune (R) – 47


Chris Ward (R) – 66


Beth Chandler (R) – 67


Richard Ball (R) – 85


Mike Powers (D) – 85


Scott Hummel (R) – 93





State Board of Education


Nancy Danhof (R)


Bob Smart (R)





MSU Board of Trustees


Melanie Foster (R)


Randall Pittman (R)





U of M Board of Regents


Patrick Anderson (R)


Carl Meyers (R)











In a Michigan State University classroom, 30 students are gathered for Pro-Life 101.  They learn facts about abortion while guest speaker Ed Rivet of RLM teaches them how to refute pro-abortionists’ arguments.  Surprised?  Well, Pro-Life 101 isn’t a course offered through the university.  It’s a recent meeting of MSU Students for Life.  


MSU Students for Life is off to a great start this year.  Over 80 new students signed up for the group in August, and the semester’s first meetings have had record-breaking attendance.  With an exciting list of activities planned throughout the year, their pace shows no signs of slackening.  


Students for Life is a student pro-life group at Michigan State University with a goal to reach out to the entire student body.  With one in five abortions being performed on college women, they recognize the importance of spreading the pro-life message on our local college campus.  


Check out their website at www.msu.edu/~msusfl/ or contact Kim Beaubien at 355-6727 or email her at beaubi10@msu.edu for more information.  As part of their mission statement so adeptly puts it, students are the future of America, and MSU Students For Life is working here and now to make that future pro-life.
































Don’t forget to make your voice heard on Election Day, November 2.  Polls are open until 7:00 p.m.





MSU Students for Life offers life services
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About Our Organization …





News … for Life!


is a publication of





Calendar of Events








We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.joinforlife.org





618 Seymour Ave.


Lansing, MI  48933





Phone:


(517) 485-6443





Board of Directors


Deb Brady


Bob Cavera


Susan Cavera


Sandra Dunnebacke


SuAnne Fortino


Laura Hammes


Maureen Meehan-Polash


Shari Pash


Matt Schoenherr





Permission to reprint the content of this publication is granted.





Editor, Sandra Dunnebacke








Right to Life of Greater Lansing











October 26�
Annual Right to Life Banquet at the Kellogg Center at MSU in East Lansing.  Jill Stanek, key-note speaker.�
�
November 2�
ELECTION DAY – REMEMBER TO VOTE!!!  (see  8th Congressional District endorsements on page 5)�
�
November 16�
Right to Life of Greater Lansing meeting, 6:00 pm�
�
December 21�
Right to Life of Greater Lansing meeting, 6:00 pm�
�
January 18�
Right to Life of Greater Lansing meeting, 6:00 pm�
�
January 24�
March for Life in Washington, D.C. (see article on page 3 to join a bus trip)�
�















Right to Life of Greater Lansing is affiliated with Right to Life of Michigan, which is a non-sectarian, non-partisan organization of pro-life groups.  Together, our goal is to preserve life at all stages – from conception to natural death.    Locally, we support efforts to increase awareness of pregnancy services, attend legislative functions to familiarize legislators with our purpose, and provide information to anyone who is interested.





The Board of Directors meets at 6:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  All board meetings are held at the office of Right to Life of Greater Lansing, 618 Seymour Street, Lansing, MI  48933.  Members are strongly encouraged to attend.  





Become involved!  Your time, energy, talents, and good word throughout the community are truly as valuable to us as your financial support.  Help us to save a beating heart.  Join … for life!











part of something that’s really important.


One way to involve children is to take them along to a rally or event.  Right to Life of Michigan affiliates try to have events that are appropriate for all ages.  Young children typically see their parents as role models.  If they see you being involved, they too will want to play a part.


Another way to introduce children to pro-life ideology is through the use of the Right to Life of Michigan Resource Centers.  These centers provide various pro-life books and movies that parents and teachers can borrow.  These items are useful when educating children about the sanctity of human life and can help plant some basic pro-life truths and ideas into the minds of young ones.  The centers are also good resources for students doing essays or papers on pro-life issues.  Lansing’s resource center is located at 618 Seymour (adjacent to the RLGL office.) For information, call 487-3376.
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